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There’s education, then there’s education. What have we been teaching our children about what it
means to follow Jesus, and what it means to be part of a community of His people?

This month, I defer to a noted pastor who was also an academic. His name was John Westerhoff III,
and he was one of the leaders of giving faith development a structure and language. That launched
the effort to see Christian education become a discipline of nurture often in contrast to
indoctrination. 

So quickly now, before I find a soapbox, here are a few thoughts from Westerhoff from his book
Bringing Up Children in the Christian Faith: “What does all this tell us about passing on our faith
to our children? Our children record feelings long before they record facts and rules. They are
powerfully affected by non-verbal communications. Long before they understand words they can
interpret the tone of our voice, a smile, or a touch. 

“Children live in a world of the senses. They smell flowers and stomp in mud puddles. Children are
innately curious and receptive, trustful, spontaneous, and demand-productively playful. While
destined to be independent, they are not threatened by dependents.

“Children do not fret about the past or fear the future unless they are taught to do so. They live in
the joy of the present. Children live in the world of dreams and visions; They take chances and
create period until we teach them otherwise, they believe they can paint, dance, act, sing, and 
 

    (Continued on Page 2)



If you would like to meet with or talk to Rev. Steve during the week, please feel free to call or
email at 719-330-3536, sunsethillspastor@gmail.com. You may also call the office at
402-391-0820 Monday-Friday from 8:00 - 1:00 to make an appointment. Convenient times
include Saturday mornings or Sunday morning after the worship service. 

July 2026 Prayer Requests and Concerns

Health Concerns:

 

Other Concerns
Pray for Gordon and Lee Ann Hwang’s ministry. They are the Missionaries we support in Japan.
Pray for all the people in the military. We are so thankful for their service and we pray for their
safety and protection.
Pray for all the people touched by violence and accidents.
Pray for those with ongoing mental and physical health problems.
Pray for the safety of those who are living alone and for those who are lonely.
Pray for our church family and our Pastor and church leaders and groups.
Pray for all of the confidential/private prayer concerns of our church family.
  
Please contact Dot North or Lidia Anaya if you are automatically removed from the prayer chain
and desire to remain on it.
Need to be added to the prayer chain or have a prayer request? Please text or call and leave a
message for Dot North at 402-658-6401. Emails may not be seen in a timely manner. She will
confirm that your request was received, and it will be sent out to the prayer chain on
Wednesday’s only and will then be in Sunday’s bulletin. Your requests are very important to us.

Jean Larsen
Bernie/Deb Vetter
Becky Lowell
Cindy Combs
Diana LaCroix
Carol/Dan A.

Marc/Denise V.
Mindy B./Cindy A.
Brenda Baker
Dave/Cheryl A. & Carol M.
Glenn Kilpatrick
Tami/Dan A.

John/Cheryl A. & Carol M.
Kya Denning
Annie Wamberg
Jacob Dale’s grandma
Deb Vetter & Friends
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significantly, they enjoy doing so. Children openly expose their emotions and learn from
experience. They find miracles believable and desirable. They can sense the presence of God for
they live in the world of gifts as well as achievements. They can imagine the Kingdom of God,
for they live in seen and unseen worlds.

“Jesus asks us to take a risk and blindly follow him, to observe and to copy. This stance is first
and foremost that of children.” 

Westerhoff developed a practical and understandable model that describes faith development
from birth through life. In July, we’ll explore that model to help each of us evaluate and better
understand where we are in our journeys of faith before we launch into the autumn calendar. We
might even have fun in the process. Hope you’ll join us!

See you on Sunday,

Pastor Steve

Psalm 34:6-14
Romans 12:3-16
Proverbs 2:3-5; Matthew 13:45-46
2 Timothy 1:8-13, 2:3-13 

July 5     Check: Are You Experienced?                         
July 12   Check: Getting Help from Your Friends?     
July 19   Check: Kicked the Tires Recently?                                                                                               
July 26   Check: Owning and Owned By Your Faith?              

Upcoming Sermon Schedule

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
This is the first and greatest commandment, and the second is like it;

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

Matthew 22:36-40



Attendance Giving

5/31/2026 54 $980.00

6/7/2026 58 $5,499.07

6/14/2026 70 $3,110.00

6/21/2026 62 $1,986.00

6/28/2026 TBD TBD

May Income $10,396.03

May Expenses $16,867.39

Sunset Hills
Financial Scoreboard

 

July 2 & 3 - Church Office Closed

July 4 - Happy Independence Day!

July 5 - Communion, Don & Millie’s Fundraiser Sunday

Sunset Hills Study Group (Zoom) - Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.

July 13 & 27 - Women Mentoring Women - 6:30 p.m. (Dinner at 6:00 p.m.)

July 14 - RetroActive Lunch Bunch at Mangia Italiana - 11:00 a.m.

July 20 - Ministry Council - 6:00 p.m.

July 30 - RetroActive Supper Bunch at Alpine Inn - 7:00 p.m.

July 30 - Unbroken and Forgiven - 7:30 p.m.
            

Happening this month
Date

3     Carol VonForell
6     Sophia Rheden
21   Sarah Minarick
21   Dot North
25   Bety Prokop
20   Jacob Dale

4    Troy & Lisa Bergman 
14  Marvin & Denise Vanosdall
23  Ron & Mary Reed

5 years
42 years
23 years



School Supplies and Backpacks
 

This year we are changing things up. At the request of Wakonda’s staff, we will be collecting
the following items and delivering them in bulk as opposed to individual backpacks.

 
Ticonderoga #2 Wood pencils (sharpened)
Bic 10-Count red pens
Bic 10-Count ball-point pens
Pen+Gear Big pink erasers
Pen+Gear Pencil cap erasers
Crayola 12-Count colored pencils
Crayola 24-Count crayons
Crayola 10-Count wide-line markers
Crayola 10-Count fine-line markers
Crayola 10-Count washable broad-line markers
Sharpie 4-Count yellow highlighters
Expo 4-Count multicolored dry-erase markers
Pen+Gear 12-inch ruler (with centimeters)
Pen+Gear Composition journals
Pen+Gear 100+ Count wide-ruled filler paper
Pen+Gear 1-Subject wide-ruled spiral notebook
Pen+Gear 3-Subject wide-ruled spiral notebook
Pen+Gear 2 Pocket paper folders
Pen+Gear 1.5-inch Durable D-ring binder
Pen+Gear 8 Pocket expandable folder
Fiskars 5-Inch blunt-tip scissors - Ages 4-7
Fiskars 6-Inch scissors - Ages 8-11
Fiskars 7-Inch scissors - Ages 12 and up
Elmer's 2-Count purple glue sticks, (washable)
Elmer's 1-Count giant purple glue stick, (washable)
Pen+Gear Plastic pencil box
Pen+Gear Pencil pouch w/binder rings
Ome Headphones (unisex)
Not Brand Specific (Unisex) Backpack, Lunch Box, Water bottle

Classroom Supplies
The teachers and staff thank you in advance for
your support.
 
1-2 Boxes plain Kleenex/Puffs 
1-2 Bottles of hand sanitizer (pump style)
1 Box gallon-size storage bags 
1 Box quart-size storage bags
1-2 Containers of bleach-free disinfectant surface
wipes

Missions and Outreach Ministry – Terry Anderson

Our focus in July is gathering school supplies for the students and staff at Wakonda
Elementary in north Omaha. We've moved this year from Pine Elementary. We plan to
delivery backpacks, pencils, hand sanitizer and other school supplies by August 1.  Please
see the list below.

Suggested Items
(Sizes X-Small - X-Large)
(Unisex When Possible)

 
· Sweatshirts (Blacks, Grays, Blues)
· Sweatpants (Blacks, Grays, Blues)
· Hoodies: Pull-on or zip-up
· Sweaters: Pull-on or button-up
· Long Sleeve Shirts: Flannel or heavier fabrics
· Jeans or Twill pants: Must have elastic waists
· T-shirts for boys
· Camis for girls
· Boys’ brief-style underwear in S-XL
· Girls’ brief-style underwear in S-XL
· Crew socks in black or gray all sizes
· Hats
· Scarfs
· Gloves and Mittens (When possible, sew a length of yarn to each end of the
   gloves/mittens. This allows them to be drawn through the coat arms cutting down 
   on loss.)
· Coats in all sizes and genders (If they need a coat then chances are they need a hat
   and gloves or mittens. Please place them in a plastic bag and safely pin it to the 
   coat.)
· Shoes and Boots as requested
· Unisex Deodorant, Oral Care Kit, Brush/Comb, Hair Clips
· Travel sizes, Shampoo, Conditioner, Lotions, Lip Balm
· Others as requested
 

Keeping them Warm
 

No child should ever be cold, wet or hungry. The Keeping them Warm Ministry is
designed to provide warmth inside and out.
 
This ministry provides NEW or very gently used clothing and personal items as
requested by staff members on behalf of the student or other family member.
 
This ministry will continue to encourage the teachers and staff members of Wakonda
Elementary School to reach out to us for any need that may arise. As a Mission and
Outreach Ministry we must strive to meet the needs of others physically and
spiritually.  I can’t promise anything, but it never hurts to ask!
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